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t the old states of the Holy Ro- 


man Empire, and in particular 
Bohemia, one customary way to dis-: 


“pose of political opponents was to 
‘push them out of a high window, The 


‘historic mass 
Prague” in 1618 which marked the | 


“Defenestration of . 


start of the Thirty Years War appar- | 
ently popularized the custom. Jn 


‘ south-central and castern Europe it is ° 


still remembered, and: sometimes, in: 
times of stress, revived. 
When, therefore, in March 1948 


‘Jan Masaryk, Czcchoslovakia's for- 


eign minister and the only non-Com- 


_munist member of the new govern- 
‘ment of Kiement Gottwald, was 


found dead in acourtyard of the Czer- 
nin Palace in Prague, many Czechs re- 
jected the official verdict of suicide. . 
He had plunged 60 feet from the 
bathroom window of his apartment in 
the palace, which also housed the for- 


‘eign ministry. He was found at dawn 


spread-eagled on the cobbicstones, 


‘barefoot and in pajamas, dirty, his 


face contorted with fear. 
Jan Masaryk was not only the son: 


‘of Tomas Masaryk, therevered found-, 
er of modern Czechoslovakia, but 


‘also a folk hero in his own right, For 


such a man suicide was unthinkable, 
But others—those close to him before - 


his death, a police doctor who cxame 


ined the body—had more cogent reas ; 
sons for doubt. Death and imprison: 
ment, or fear, soon silenced them. - 

For 20 ycars the case remained - 


‘closed. Then, in January 1968, the | 


Stalinist Novotny government fell, 
and was replaced by the more demo- 
cratic Dubéck regime. From the end 


_of February that year, when the cen- 


sorship was lifted, until August, when ; 


‘the Soviet invaders rcimposed it, there | 


was free specch in Czechoslovakia, | 


‘On April 5, the Dubéck government § 
‘ ordered an inquiry into the death of | 
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3 dead man, began badly: "*Are you go-_ 

jing to write one of those cheap antic 

{Communist tracts?) . . . a vulgar, 

“thriller? ... Do you know anything 

‘about Czech history? Hus? Zizka? 

"1 Comenius? Are you going to say They 

; Did Him In, whatever anybody tells 

‘you? Because if that’s your game, 

don't count on me.” 

Mrs. Sterling has not written a 

3 thriller, but much of her book docs ° 

¥ have the quality of a detective story. 

Anda fascinating one. She isa shrewd 

{ jnvestigator and her professional skill 

and ingenuity were well rewarded. 

“Her conclusion that Masaryk was 4 

; murdered seems, on the circumstan- 

' tial evidence she so lucidly presents, to. 

v4 be the only one possible, Surcly no: 

2A sane person could, after reading this’ 

. Jan Masaryk in 194 book, accept the recent finding of the 

San Masaryk. Dr, Kotlar, diccconek: ‘Nicial Czech inquiry that the death . 

“criminal investigation, was named to: wis snoehiental: | Mrs. Sterling's Scale 

soiduct Ik: : i sponse to the prepostcrous suggestion - 
‘that Masaryk was in the habit of fight-_ 


Wes tiaras Sa aioe ing insomnia by sitting cross-legged 
‘on his bathroom windowsill, and ; 
' now to sce the light of day—Clairo "most unfortunately slipped off it, can. . 
(Sterling, an American reporter then well be imagined. The medical evi- 
working in Prague, decided to con- | dence that she offers on the subject of | 
duct an inquiry of her own. The Ma- ithe windowsill tells a very different, . 
_saryk Case is an account of it. ‘and more convincing story. : AS 
She began, not very confidently, by ° ‘= ; 
asking herself questions. ‘Were there Mr. Ambler’ 's most recent novel is The : 
_enough people alive to prove anything Tatercom Conspiracy. 
one way or another? Who, in an end-' 
Jess procession of witnesses, was tell~’ ty Eris Ambler! \. 
ing the truth and who gained what by,’ ae cad pron ttancee mente erm 
lying? Where .. . was the: hard ev-| 
idence of suicide or murder?” ! 
Patiently and persistently . Mrs." «is ; 
Sterling interviewed every witness she | ee a ee pe te he eg 
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- could find, dozens, from an obscure 


‘security policeman living in a Prague 

‘slum to a former secretary of Masa-: 

tyk’s who had become an ordained : 
minister in Scotland. Of the subjects aw 
of these interviews, she says: °° doubt 

‘that any told me the whole truth, even 

the part they thought they knew, 
“Their testimony is encrusted with the : 
imperfections of memory, by years of. 
confinement and torture, by broken | : ane 
carcers and lives, by political ambi-, —_ oe . 
tion, vanity or old age, by a fear they” te ole A, a 
could not dismiss even when their. _ : _ _ 

. freedom was restored.” : ; : 


daa she ‘soon discovered 
that one who was knowingly not: 
‘telling her the truth was Dr. Kotlar. 
Not unnaturally, she also met with: 
suspicion and hostility. Her first meet-: 
ing with Anna Masaryk, anicce of the! 


